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CITY OF DELTA, COLORADO 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 

RIVER CORRIDOR PRELIMINARY 
PLANNING AND ENGINEERING 

 
Purpose of Request for Proposal: The City of Delta is requesting not-to-exceed (NTE) 
proposals from qualified firms to create preliminary engineering plans along a 2.0-mile 
stretch of the Gunnison River that will help activate the river corridor as a recreational 
asset and attract private investment along the riverfront and adjacent acreage. 

 
The Director of Community Development, Glen Black, will be the lead contact on this 
project. As part of the planning and initial engineering, the consultant will be required to 
provide initial designs, cost opinions at 30% and 60% design, construction drawings to a 
60% design, and the preparation of permits with regulatory agencies.  The project is 
being funded through REDI grants and must be completed without delay by no later than   
June 27, 2016. 

 
Reference documents will include floodplain maps, parcel data and aerial photography. 
These documents may be picked up at City Hall and will also be made available via 
Dropbox or emailed to consultant upon request. 

 
Project Scope:  
 
The location of the project begins at Confluence Park and extends east / northeast along 
the Gunnison River for 2.0 miles.  The project will include bicycle/pedestrian trails on 
both sides of the river, a bicycle/pedestrian bridge crossing, and access points for 
recreating along the river.  
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This is the first design phase of a 2-phase project.  This first phase will include two parts.  
The first part is an initial 30% design level to create preliminary concept plans and assist 
the community in determining what elements are to be included in the overall river 
activation plan and their associated costs.  The second part is to perform more detailed 
analysis and engineering to bring the plan to a 60% design level and submit plans to 
regulatory agencies.  The services expected and proposed to be delivered need to be 
complete and without cost overruns, with proposals to be contracted on a Not-To-Exceed 
basis.  See below for detailed scope of work elements for each part of the first design 
phase: 
 
Riverfront Planning - 30% Design 
• Implement a whole system approach to channel design that results in sustainable riparian and 

habitat regeneration as well as long-term function of geomorphology and sediment transport 
along 2 miles of the Gunnison River; 

• Coordinate with the City of Delta and key stakeholders to create a plan that encompasses river 
interaction as the central theme. These include habitat, recreation, non-point source pollution, 
reduction, low impact stormwater management and community planning; 

• Coordinate and host at least one public meeting to educate the public and determine public 
support;  

• Identify properties where soil contamination is likely to require future analysis;  
• Develop a project cost opinion and concept design; and 
• Solicit feedback from residents, City officials and key stakeholders for what elements are to be 

included in the 60% design phase. 
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Riverfront Planning – 60% Design 
• Perform detailed analyses including hydrographic surveys; 1-D and 2-D hydraulic models; 

sediment modelling; and remapping flood hazard areas to identify and propose solutions for 
river flow issues that are likely to impact future riverfront and riverfront property development; 

• Prepare native riparian landscape plans, soil and planting specifications, wetland delineations 
and assessments of riparian conditions; 

• Appropriately locate and design “organic” recreation enhancement projects without degrading 
ecology nor conflicting with other uses; 

• Establish a vision with the community and guiding strategies to bring that plan to 
implementation. This includes assistance with grants and funding opportunities. Develop a 
coalition that support the merits of the project; 

• Coordinate with regulatory agencies to build coalitions during design and to meet future 
permitting requirements in a timely manner; 

• Develop a project cost opinion and concept design; 
• Solicit feedback from residents, City officials and key stakeholders for what elements are to be 

included in the 90% design phase; and 
• Prepare permitting applications for the federal Fish & Wildlife and Army Corp of Engineers, 

FEMA, State of Colorado Parks and Wildlife, and any other regulatory agencies; and 
• The engineering firm will be delegated authority to coordinate with regulatory agencies and 

permitting follow-up all the way through regulatory agency approval. 

 
 
Submittal Information: Consulting firms interested in being considered for this project 
should send the following information to the City of Delta, 360 Main Street, Delta, 
Colorado, 81416, attention Glen Black, Director of Community Development. Please 
include in the proposal the following: 
 

1. Scope of work with description and breakdown of tasks, 
deliverables, and timeline. 

2. Statement that consultant can complete the scope of work by June 
27, 2016.  

3. Contact information: Name of contact person, address, and phone 
number of the consulting firm. 

4. Form of organization: Whether the firm is a partnership, corporation, or 
sole proprietorship, where the firm is organized, and the names of 
principles, officers, and directors of the firm. 

5. Key personnel: Names of key personnel, their respective titles, 
experience, and qualifications.   

6. Statement of Qualifications: Proposals should include a concise 
statement of philosophy and approach to the project. The consultant should 
summarize his/her ability to provide the requested services. 

7. Availability: A brief statement of the availability of key personnel of 
the firm to undertake the proposed project. 

8. Project list: List of similar projects completed by firm. 
9. An estimate of costs and a breakdown of hourly rates.  The City requires a 

contract based upon time and expenses with a stated maximum for proper 
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completion of the work. Please submit cost proposals in a separate 
envelope, only one copy of the cost proposals is needed. 

10. References: Names and telephone numbers of persons whom the City 
can call for references regarding the firm's past performance, preferably 
on similar projects. 

 
Selection: The following criteria will be used in the selection of a Consultant. These are 
guidelines and are not meant to be all inclusive. Demonstrated insight, practical 
experience, technical knowledge, and the ability to perform in a timely manner are the 
basis for selection. Interviews may be performed if needed to better assess each firm’s 
ability to perform the tasks as written. There should be two copies of all materials, with 
the exception of one copy for the cost proposals provided in a separate envelope. Cost 
will be a factor, but qualifications will weigh heavily in our decision. 

 
This Request for Proposal does not commit the City of Delta to award a contract, nor to 
pay any costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals in anticipation of 
a contract. The City of Delta reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals 
received as a result of the request, to negotiate with all qualified firms, and to cancel or 
change the Request for Proposal. A copy of the City of Delta's standard contract for 
professional services is available, should be reviewed prior to submittal of proposal, 
and will be required as part of the submittal.  Any changes requested to the form 
should be specified in the proposal and will be a factor in the selection. 

 
Deadline: Two copies of all material must be received by Glen Black, Director of 
Community Development, 360 Main Street, Delta, Colorado, 81416, no later than 
April 5, 2016. 

 
Schedule of Events: 

 
Deadline for written questions     March 31 
Issuance of Addendum (if any)   April 1 
Proposals due at City of Delta April 5 
Proposal Screening Complete April 12 
Contract Approval (projected) April 13 
Issuance of Notice-to-Proceed (est. date) April 15 

 

Inquiries: Any questions regarding this request for proposal please contact:  
 

Glen Black, Director of Community Development 
City of Delta, 360 Main Street, Delta, CO 81416 

970-874-7566 
E-mail, glen@cityofdelta.net 

mailto:glen@cityofdelta.net
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